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Recommended Historical Fiction Books 

Civilizations of the Medieval World, 600 to 1500 
Avi. Crispin: The Cross of Lead. Hyperion, 2002. 

Cushman, Karen. Catherine, Called Birdy. Clarion, 1994. Ages 11-15. England, 
manor life, 1290s. 

 ---. The Midwife’s Apprentice. Clarion, 1995. Ages 12-16. England,
  Middle Ages.  

Fleischman, Sid. The Whipping Boy. Greenwillow, 1986.  

Park, Linda Sue. A Single Shard. Clarion, 2001. Ages 9-13. Korean village in the 
 twelfth century. 

 

The Emergence of Modern Nations, 1500 to 1800 
Forbes, Esther. Johnny Tremain. Houghton, 1943. Ages 10-13. U.S. 
 Revolutionary War era, 1770s. 

Lawrence, Iain. The Wreckers. Delacorte, 1998. Ages 10-14. Adventures on the 
 high seas: pirates, treasure and mystery in the 1800s. 

Paulsen, Gary. The Woods Runner. Random House, 2010. Ages 10-14. 

 

The Development of Industrial Society, 1800 to 1914 
 DeFelice, Cynthia. Weasel. Macmillan, 1990. Ages 9-12. Ohio frontier, 1830s. 

Fleischman, Paul. Bull Run. HarperCollins, 1993. Ages 10-16. U.S. Civil War 
era, 1860s. 

Giff, Patricia Reilly. Nory Ryan’s Song. Delacorte, 2000. Ages 9-
13. Ireland potato famine, 1845. 

MacLachlan, Patricia. Sarah Plain and Tall. Harper, 1985.  

Odell, Scott. Island of the Blue Dolphins. Houghton, 1960. 

Philbrick, Rodman. The Mostly True Adventures of Homer P. Figg. Blue 
Sky, 2009. Ages 9-12. 
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Polacco, Patricia. Pink and Say. Philomel, 1994. (PI) Ages 9-12. U.S. Civil 
 War, 1860s. 

Schmidt, Gary. Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy. Clarion, 2004. Ages 
  12-18. Race relations, Christian life, Main, 1912. 

Woodson, Jacqueline. Show Way. Illustrated by Hudson Talbott. Putnam,2005.  (PI) Ages 8-
12. Slavery through the Civil War. 

 
World Wars in the Twentieth Century, 1914 to 1945 
Curtis, Christopher Paul. Bud, Not Buddy. Delacorte, 1999. Ages 9-13.  

Dowell, Frances O’Roark. Dovey Coe. Atheneum, 2000. 

Hesse, Karen. The Cats in Krasinski Square. Illustrated by Wendy Watson. 
 Scholastic, 2004. (PI) Ages 9-12. Nazi occupation of Warsaw. 

---. Witness. Scholastic, 2001. Ages 10-18. Ku Klux Clan, Vermont, 1924. 

Klages, Ellen. Green Glass Sea. Penguin, 2006. Ages 10-12. 

Peck, Richard. A Long Way from Chicago. Dial, 1998. Ages 10-15.  

Phelan, Matt. The Storm in the Barn. Candlewick, 2009. Ages 10 and up 

Ryan, Pam Munoz. Esperanza Rising. Scholastic, 2000. Ages 9-13. Mexico and the U.S. 
 Depression era. 

Taylor, Mildred. Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry. Dial, 1976. Ages 10-14. U.S. South, 
 African Americans, 1941. 

 

Post-World War II Era, 1945 to 1980s 
Curtis, Christopher Paul. The Watsons Go to Birmingham—1963. Delacorte, 1995. 
Ages 8-12. 

Holt, Kimberly Willis. My Louisiana Sky. Holt, 1998.  

---. When Zachary Beaver Came to Town. Holt, 1999. Ages 10-14. Texas, Vietnam  war 
era.  

Holm, Jennifer. Penny From Heaven. Random House, 2006.  Ages 9-12.  

 


