
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE (Research Question)
A Statement of Purpose is a sentence that describes in detail WHAT YOU WANT TO LEARN.  

It will:

· Help keep you “ON TASK” while you are doing your research and taking notes.

· Help keep you from getting overwhelmed about all of the information you will find.

· Help you develop a thesis statement (we’ll talk about that later)

· Save you time and effort

Note:  As you’re doing your research, your Statement of Purpose could change many times!  You may discover information that you find more interesting and change your direction!

For Example:
	Too General
	Better – More Specific

	I want to learn about the Great White Shark.
	I want to know if the Great White Shark is really an animal to be afraid of.

	I want to learn about soccer.
	I want to know the steps to becoming a professional soccer player.

	I want to learn about bullying.
	I want to find out some ways to stop bullying.


Once you have created a specific Statement of Purpose, then you must think about what questions you want to have answered.

THESIS STATEMENT

Once you have completed your research and note taking, you will have a POINT OF VIEW, OR OPINION, about your topic   You will turn your Statement of Purpose into a Thesis Statement and SUPPORT your point of view WITH the EVIDENCE you FOUND DURING RESEARCH.

	√
	Is the main idea of entire report

	√
	Is proven with information found in research

	√
	Is in your introduction

	√
	Is proven by information in the body of the paper

	√
	Is restated and summarized in your conclusion


