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Professional Poetry Resources in addition 
to the list provided at the end of  

Chapter 4: Poetry for Children 
 

Chatton, Barbara. Using Poetry Across the Curriculum. 
Libraries Unlimited, 2010. 

Heitman, Jane. Rhymes and Reasons: Librarians and Teachers 
Using Poems to Foster Literacy. Linworth, 2003. 

 
Hopkins, Lee Bennett. Pass the poetry, please! HarperCollins, 

1998.   

Larrick, Nancy. Let's do a poem! : introducing poetry to children through listening, singing, 
chanting, impromptu choral reading, body movement, dance, and dramatization ; including 98 
favorite songs and poems. Delacorte Press, c1991.  

Plotts, Cheryl. Poetry galore & more with Shel Silverstein. Alleyside Press, 1994.  

Recommended Poetry Books 
Mother Goose and Nursery Rhyme Books 
Crews, Nina. The Neighborhood Mother Goose. Greenwillow, 2004. Illustrated with 
photographs in a city setting.  

dePaola, Tomie, complier. Tomie dePaola’s Mother Goose. Putnam, 1985. 

Lobel, Arnold, selector. The Random House Book of Mother Goose. Random,1986.  

Wells, Rosemary (illustrator). My Very First Mother Goose. Candlewick, 1996 
---.Here Comes Mother Goose. Candlewick, 1999. 
 
 
Nursery and Folk Songbooks 
 Guthrie, Woody. This Land is Your Land. Illustrated by Kathy Jakobsen. Little, 1998. 

Nelson, Kadir. He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands. Dial,  2005. 
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Anthologies of Poetry 
Hall, Donald, editor. The Oxford Illustrated Book of American Children’s 
 Poems. Oxford University, 1999. 

Hopkins, Lee Bennett, editor. Climb into My Lap: First Poems to  Read 
Together. Illustrated by Kathryn Brown. Simon & Schuster, 2000. 

Prelutsky, Jack, editor. The Random House Book of Poetry for Children. Illustrated by 
 Arnold Lobel. Random House, 1983. 

 
Specialized Poetry Books 
Adoff, Arnold. All the Colors of the Race. Illustrated by John Steptoe.  Lothrop, 1982. 

Clinton, Catherine. I, too, Sing America: Three Centuries of African-American 
 Poetry. Illustrated by Stephen Alcorn. Houghton, 1998. 

Fleischman, Paul. Joyful Noise: Poems for Two Voices. Illustrated by Eric 

Beddows. Harper, 1988. 

 Florian, Douglas. Autumnblings. Greenwillow, 2003. One of his cycle 
seasons,  including Handsprings, 2006; Summersaults, 2002; and 
Winter Eyes, 1999. 

Grandits, John. Technically, It’s Not My Fault: Concrete Poems. Clarion, 
2004.  Ages 9-13.  

Greenberg, Jan. Heart to Heart: New Poems Inspired by Twentieth Century American  Art. 
Abrams, 2001. Ages 11-15.  

Hopkins, Lee Bennett, compiler. Hand in Hand: An American History through 
Poetry.  Illustrated by Peter M. Fiore. Simon & Schuster, 1994. 

Janeczko, Paul B., selector. A Kick in the Head: An Everyday Guide to Poetic Forms. 
 Illustrated by Chris Racshka. Candlewick, 2005. Ages 9-14.  

 ---, editor. A Poke in the I: A Collection of Concrete Poems. Illustrated by Chris 

 Rascgka. Candlewick, 2000. 

 Kennedy, X.J. Exploding Gravy. Little Brown, 2002. Ages 6-12. 
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Lewis, J. Patrick. Doodle Dandies: Poems That Take Shape. Illustrated  by Lisa 
Desimini. Simon & Schuster, 1998. 

Myers, Walter Dean. Harlem. Illustrated by Christopher Myers.  
   Scholastic, 1997. Ages 11-16. 

---. Jazz. Illustrated by Christopher Myers. Holiday, 2006. 

Nye, Naomi Shihad, editor. A Maze Me: Poems for Girls. Illustrated by Terre 
Maher. Greenwillo, 2005. Ages 11-18. 

 Prelutsky, Jack. Behold the Bold Umbrellaphant and Other Poems. Illustrated by  Carin Berger. 
HarperCollins, 2006. 

Scieska, Jon. Science Verse. Illustrated by Lane Smith. Viking, 2004. 

Silverstein, Shel. Where the Sidewalk Ends: The Poems and Drawings of Shel Silverstein. 
Harper, 1974. 

Steptoe, Javaka. In Daddy’s Arms I am Tall: African Americans Celebrating Fathers. 
 Ilustrated by Javaka Steptoe. Lee & Low 1997.  

 
Single Illustrated Poems 
Bates, Katherine Lee. America the Beautiful. Illustrated by Chris Gall. Little, Brown, 2004. 

Longfellow, Henry Wadsworth. Paul Revere’s Ride: The Landlord’s Tale. Illustrated by Charles 
Santore. HarperCollins, 2003. Ages 9-14.  

Shange, Ntozake. Ellington Was Not a Street. Illustrated by Kadir Nelson. Simon  & Schuster, 
2004. Ages 9-13. Memoirs of a Harlem childhood.  


