VISUAL DESIGN CHECKLIST

	Material being evaluated
	

	Evaluator
	
	Date
	

	Visual Elements
	Exemplary
	Acceptable
	Poor
	Comments

	Arrangement

Alignment, shape, rule of thirds, proximity, directionals, figure-ground contrast, consistency
	
	
	
	

	Balance

Weight of elements – asymmetrical (informal).  Symmetrical (formal), random (imbalance)
	
	
	
	

	Color

Are they complementary? Consistent?  Highly saturated?  Children prefer warm (red, pink, yellow, orange) or bright and combinations of intense
	
	
	
	

	Legibility

Make sure obstacles don’t impede interpretation of message.  Does it capture/hold attention?
	
	
	
	

	Text Elements
	Exemplary
	Acceptable
	Poor
	Comments

	Style

Is it consistent with the intended message?
	
	
	
	

	Size

Is it too large?  Too small?
	
	
	
	

	Spacing

Does it appear even?  Vertical spacing between lines s/b slightly less than the height of the lower case letters
	
	
	
	

	Color

Text should contrast with the background.
	
	
	
	

	Use of capitals

Capitals should only be used where normally required.  Best legibility = lower case
	
	
	
	

	Appeal
	Exemplary
	Acceptable
	Poor
	Comments

	Surprise

Should grab attention.  Should be unexpected (abrupt infusion of color, dramatic change in size, etc.)
	
	
	
	

	Texture

Three-dimensional objects and materials.  Invites involvement, involves sense of touch.
	
	
	
	

	Interaction

Does it ask questions?  Is a response needed?  Can materials be manipulated?
	
	
	
	

	Overall Reaction:
	


Table adapted from Instructional Technology and Media for Learning (Smaldino, 2008)
